 GROUP ASSIGNMENT- WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR FOLLOWED BY DEBATE
Many of the most important public policy decisions affecting the future of cities are being decided through statewide ballot measures. In June, voters will be asked to approve Proposition 68, the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection and Outdoor Access for All Act, as well as Proposition 70, requiring all revenues from California’s cap and trade auctions be deposited into a special reserve fund.
Assignment:  Read the ballot measure information on propositions 68 and 70 for June 5 primary election in California. Read the arguments for and against, the rebuttals to each, then craft a response in proper letter writing form (greeting, body, valediction)


YOUR LETTER must directly quote some portions of this article. You should SELECT AT LEAST 3 PORTIONS AND explain the significance of EACH portion, why it matters and why it ought to matter to the voters. Unlike the opinion letters you might find in newspapers your letter MUST convince with data and scientific reasoning, not emotional appeal. 

 You will be graded on the following criteria:

· You demonstrate your knowledge of the article by correctly quoting a portion of it 
· You show yourself to be an educated person by using correct spelling, punctuation and grammar
· Each paragraph of your letter makes a single, identifiable point
· You link your understanding of science to what the quoted section means and why it matters. You should include “outside facts” here to help deepen the readers’ understanding of the science involved.
· You link why it matters to what action is appropriate
· You use direct, active-voice sentences
· Your closing moves the reader to action
Length: TWO PAGES, typed and double -spaced.  Any letters longer than the required length will be subject to a penalty. Please remember, this is an exercise in writing clearly and concisely. Therefore part of the evaluation will be based on how well you are able to present your argument in a clear, concise and cogent manner.  Any less than two pages will not earn full points. Be prepared to debate the merits of your arguments in front of the class next week.
ROLES: 

1. WRITER/ RESEARCHER #1
2. RESEARCHER #2/ ORATOR
Due: The assignment is due on Monday, May 21, 2018
some resources you might like to check out
1. https://www.openspace.org/sites/default/files/Prop68_Summary.pdf (a breakdown of the funds in more detail)

2. http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/commentary/sd-utbg-prop68-oppose-coupal-20180321-story.html (urging a NO vote on prop 68)

3. http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article206202394.html
(urging a YES vote on prop 68 and No on prop 70)

4. https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/04/26/opinion-prop-68-is-an-investment-in-californias-future/ 

5. https://yes68ca.com
6. https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/10/proposition-68-will-leave-california-with-more-unnecessary-debt-vote-no/
7. http://www.bakersfield.com/opinion/our-recommendation-vote-yes-on-all-ballot-measures/article_ecaa72c2-41cb-11e8-bba8-a3ffe6bad7ff.html (a good, common sense summary of all 5 ballot measures)
8. http://kalw.org/post/california-prop-70-cap-and-trade-and-climate-change#stream/0 and http://kalw.org/post/california-prop-68-parks-climate-water-natural-resources#stream/0 (audio files)
